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Sunday, June 23, 2024
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Friday, June 21
Doors open at 6:00 pm / Buffet 6:00 to 7:00 pm

Concert: 7:00 pm

Hollywood Nights 

Concert

Who will win the coveted
Mirrored Ball Trophy?

Celebrate a Magical
Father’s Day

Sunday, June 16, 1:00 pm
featuring Three Magic Castle 

World-Class Magicians!

4th of July
Family Picnic

Food • Live Music • Drinks
Face Painter • Ice Cream Sundae Bar

Snow Cones • Dessert Station

Thursday, July 4, 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Santa Ana Elks Lodge

Food available from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm
$5.00 per person!
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Grumps
june 15

 g r e e t i n g s 
elks brothers & 
sisters!
 may came 
and went in the 
blink of an eye. 
First and fore-
most, i am proud 
to announce that 

your 2024/2025 corps of officers 
placed second in the orange coast 
District ritual competition. this 
it the first time that the Santa Ana 
elks lodge has placed in this com-
petition since 2019!  the hard work 
and dedication of these officers re-
ally paid off. We came in second 
place to the garden grove lodge. 
this lodge has won this competition 
for the last several years. let’s hear 
it for santa Ana elks!
 We started may with gusto. our 
esteem loyal knight. eli morales, 
coordinated an incredible cinco De 
mayo celebration, attracting close 
to 300 members and guests. the 
entertainment which included the 
band Family style, relampago de 
cielo, Folklorico dancers and ma-
riachi nuevo guadalajara was un-
surpassed. And the menu was over 
the top. Awesome job, eli!
 i want to extend my sincerest 

thanks to our general manager, John 
moore, and his staff for making all 
of our events memorable occasions.
 my goal this year is to visit ev-
ery one of our lodge committees. i 
would like to thank the nomads rV 
committee, the travel club commit-
tee, the charity committee, the mon-
day night football committee, and 
the veterans committee for visiting 
with me. i am here to help in your 
efforts as we embark on our frater-
nal year 2024-2025
 We have lot of great events com-
ing up, so be sure to check the calen-
dar. You will not be disappointed. 

Esteemed Leading Knight 
Mark Schauwecker

 elk Fam-
ily, spring is 
here, flowers are 
blooming and 
pool season is 
right around the 
corner.  Friends, 
family, cook-
outs, BBQs and 

a luau.  save the date for the an-
nual lodge birthday party.  come 
celebrate with us on saturday Au-
gust 10 for the 122nd birthday of 
our magnificent lodge.  We are cre-
ating another excellent event com-
plete with food, specialty drinks 
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Esteemed Loyal Knight
Eli Morales

   Dear fellow 
elks, i trust you 
had a  won-
derful  month 
of May filled 
with exciting 
events at our 
santa Ana elks 

lodge. From our cinco De mayo 
dinner dance with music from 
Family style to our mother’s Day 
brunch, our lodge has been bustling 
with so many activities. i would like 
to extend my personal gratitude to 
all of our staff for their hard work 
in ensuring the success of our pro-
grams. i urge all of our members to 
express their appreciation to their 
servers, bartenders, and all other 
team members who contribute in 
maintaining the excellence of our 
lodge and making it the best in our 
district, they deserve it.  
 As we move into the month of 
June, it is important to remember 
the various opportunities we have to 
come together with our elk brothers 
and sisters, as well as to commemo-
rate and pay tribute to our country. 
on June 6, we recognize D-Day, an 
important date in World War ii when 
allied forces landed on the beaches 
of normandy, France. it marked a 
significant turning point in the war 
and we must not forget to honor 
those who made the ultimate sacri-
fice or were injured on that day. 
 Additionally, in June we will also 
celebrate “Old Glory,” the flag of our 
nation which stands as a powerful 
symbol of our enduring freedom. 
 let us not overlook Father’s 
Day, a time to show appreciation 

Esteemed Lecturing Knight
Brian Byrd

  to all of my fel-
low elk broth-
ers and sisters, 
what a month 
i t  h a s  b e e n . 
there were great 
events at the 
lodge with our 

elk family and friends. We have 
also had many community events 
hosted by some of our many santa 
Ana elks lodge committees. As 
much fun as it is to meet up with 
all of our family and friends at the 
lodge, the real reward is in helping 
others. As lecturing knight, broth-
erly love is the focus of my chair. 
there are so many opportunities 
to get involved with our commit-
tees and help others. Please get in-
volved to whatever extent you are 
comfortable.
 You will find the experience 
significantly rewarding. Being pro-
active in our common city is reap-
ing benefits far into the future.
 coming later this is year is the 
annual “Hoop shoot” competition 
for kids. Although the competi-
tion does not start until october, 
this is the time to get your sons and 
daughters, nieces and nephews, 

General Manager
John Moore

     make sure 
to join your fel-
low members 
and immediate 
family (only) 
for our 4th of 
July and Fam-
ily Picnic which 

takes place thursday July 4 on the 
california Patio, emerald room, 
nest and Ballroom from 11:30 
am to 5:00 pm. the cost is $5.00 
per person for hotdogs, hamburg-
ers (plus sides) and soft-serve ice 
cream. thanks to our santa Ana 
emblem club #530 for purchas-
ing our new soft serve machine. 
Bottomless soda, smiley’s $2.00 
draft beer station (coors light, Bud 
light, Brewery X Pilsner) and all 
other draft beers are $4.00. Please 

and Polynesian entertainment.  
let’s make new memories together 
on this special day.

and respect to the fathers among 
us. the lodge has planned a special 
day dedicated to our fathers and 
family members don’t miss it is go-
ing to be great.  
 Finally, if you have been con-
sidering ways to contribute to the 
charitable work of our lodge, i en-
courage you to visit and explore 
the numerous committees avail-
able. let us all continue to work 
towards building a vibrant commu-
nity within our lodge. elkdom, you 
got to love it! 

grandsons and granddaughters out 
on the court and practicing those 
free throws.
 We all had a great time sat the 
mnF golf tournament.  great golf 
and then great food and drinks at 
the sA elks lodge. What a great 
day!
 remember to help our local 
youths with a donation to the linda 
Fernandez Backpack Project. call 
the front desk or come in and do-
nate in person.
 As we therefore have opportu-
nity, let us do good unto others, for 
the passing moment is long enough 
to grasp the hand in friendship.
 Please get involved.
 come to the weekly meetings 
at 7:30 Pm every tuesday night.  
enjoy the mexican food and baked 
potato bar prior to the meeting and 
then stay after for an ever-changing 
late night snack and conversation 
with all the officers.



check out the flier for all the family 
fun details. reservations are essen-
tial for planning so call today. Did i 
mention immediate family only?
 i receive a lot of comments on 
the saturday morning old school 
Pancake Breakfast, but most of the 
comments are letting me how great 
our pancakes are. there are, howev-
er, a few asking, “can we have other 
options?” since we don’t like to say 
no to our members, we have decided 
to offer a $7.94 menu with more op-
tions starting June 1. Please check 
out the June elkmail or our website 
to see the complete menu. Here are a 
couple items to spark your interest: 
eggs Benedict, menudo, omelet of 
the day and granola with berries, 
all $7.94! reservations, although 
not necessary, would be helpful for 
staffing.
 To keep our magnificent lodge 
looking magnificent, we have be-
gun painting the interior walls of 
the entire building, cleaning the 
carpets, and applying lemon oil to 
the wood paneling. We just cleaned 
all the exterior windows. land-
scaping is being tended to and we 
are going through routine mainte-
nance checks of refrigeration, Ac, 
and plumbing. if there is anything 
you notice that needs attention, 
please let me know so our staff can 
address it immediately.
 With summer fast approaching, 
please check out all the dining, en-
tertainment and events we are of-
fering “Why go to the beach when 
you can come to the santa Ana elks 
lodge!” 
 our resident DJ, trivia host, 
lodge inner guard, and all-around 
great guy has offered to DJ on sat-
urday night once or twice a month 
with various themes (ballroom, dis-
co, and everything else in between). 
Please check elkmail, Facebook, 
and the website for dates, times and 
theme. thank You ronnie!

Common Sense
Corner

 this is a gentle reminder that 
no outside food or beverage is per-
mitted to be brought into the lodge. 
this includes chips, veggies, nuts, 
etc. if you can eat or drink it, don’t 
bring it in. this is a requirement of 
the oc Heath Department. We also 
can’t mosey out to the parking lot 
with any form of alcohol as it is a 
direct violation and may jeopardize 
our liquor license. And finally, our 
wonderful buffets are meant to be 
enjoyed at the lodge, please don’t 
bring tupperware or Ziploc bags 
to fill up to take home. We often 
donate the leftovers to veterans or 
those that need a meal.
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Lodge memorial 
Garden honors
past elks
 the elks have a saying: elks are 
never Forgotten, never Forsaken.” 
With this in mind, our lodge has 
created a memorial garden to the 
right of the front door to honor 
members and their families who 
have passed on!

 Applications to “Buy-A-Brick” 
are available in the lobby.  You get 
to choose the inscription you want 
and a brick will be inscribed and 
placed in the memorial garden to 
honor your loved one. cost is $200 
per brick and the rules are on the 
back of the application. Please help 
us kick off the “memorial garden” 
with the initial batch of bricks in the 
next few weeks. Applications may 
be picked up at the front desk.

show Your card

 this is a reminder that you must 
show your valid 2024-2025 elks 
membership card when entering the 
lodge. so please give the folks in the 
lobby a break and have your card 
ready to present as you enter. if you 
haven’t yet paid you dues, you can 
do so and get an updated card at the 
front desk or call 714-547-7794. 



by Dan Breece

     For those of you who don’t 
know what ritual is, and you’re a 
member, it’s the ceremony you went 
through called initiation. every year 
almost every officer team in the 
country, competes in their district to 
see which team performs it the best. 
that sounds like no big deal but ask 
any of the officers that competed, 
and they could tell you about all 
the hours they worked at memoriz-
ing their parts, learning how to turn 
their heads, stand, sit…it’s one of 
the biggest time and effort commit-
ments your officers take on. Not just 
going to weekly if not more often, 
practices as a team, but on their own 
time, rehearsing their lines. 
 All of that to lead up to the “ritu-
al Weekend”, which was held here at 
our lodge back on the last weekend 
of April. the eight lodges in our dis-
trict, Buena Park, Fullerton, garden 
grove, Huntington Beach, mission 
Viejo, newport Harbor, orange, 
and santa Ana all gathered here to 
see if their hard work paid off. even 
though the perennial favorite, gar-
den grove took home 1st place for 

their team, your very own santa 
Ana team took second place! We 
gave garden grove a scare and 
served notice that our team is on 
the rise and committed to one year 
dethroning the champs. 
 there is not only a team cham-
pionship involved here. the indi-
vidual officers can win their own 
titles. there are also a few addi-
tional categories that exalted rul-
ers and past exalted rulers can 
compete in. the leading knight 
competes in the 11 o’clock toast 
competition, exalted rulers and 
past exalted rulers compete in the 
Flag ceremony and another 11 
o’clock toast competition. then 
lastly, there is the most improved 
lodge. Here’s the rundown of how 
we did individually, that took us to 
a second-place team finish:
 We had two that finished first 
in their respective roles with our 
inner guard, ronnie Harrell and 
esquire, george Will both took 
home first place finishes. Brian 
Byrd, our lecturing knight took 
home second place and mark 
schauwecker, our leading knight 

finished third. As a team we also 
won most improved, which means 
we had the highest increase in our 
team score this year, over last year. 
it was only six points too, so that 
was a tight score for all the lodges. 
 our chaplain, garlin Flynn, by 
score, finished second, however, as 
a repeating officer (meaning she’s 
done this before), she was not eli-
gible for an individual award. Her 
score still counted towards our 
team total which also was huge in 
our finishing second. Eli Morales, 
our loyal knight, had the dubious 
honor of having to compete in the 
toughest category this year. His 
score was one of the highest on our 
team overall, but he still finished 
.003 out of third place and was only 
.31 out of first place. 
 the other key role in our ritual 
team is the candidate. their score 
also contributes to the team score 
and this year colleen Daddario 
stepped up and into the role of the 
candidate. she did a fantastic job 
and was a key part of the team. 
the coaches were right there with 
them too, every step of the way, 
and a big thank you goes out to 
them as well for their efforts. Dave 
York, Buck Kuhns, Dan Breece 
and sue mcKee guided the team 
on their journey this year.
 Although not everyone on the 
team won an award, the team ef-
fort led by our exalted ruler, Joe 
Rodriguez, sacrificed their person-
al time, put in the effort needed to 
earn an impressive second place 
finish in the Ritual Competition. 
When you see them, be sure and 
congratulate them on a job well 
done. Keep an eye out next year 
to come out and be a part of the 
weekend, to support your team 
and just as importantly, have fun 
at the tailgate on sunday!
 congratulations again to our 
Ritual Team of officers!

santa ana elks ritual team shines!
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it’s Linda Fernandez backpack project season!
 it’s June, school’s about to let 
out for summer and that means it’s 
time to heat up the drive to fund the 
linda Fernandez Backpack Proj-
ect! this will be linda’s 21st year 
funding backpacks for local school 
children. When she started, it was 
with only 25 backpacks. since then, 
we’ve increased that number one 
hundred fold! 
 When linda started, she would 
order supplies from Dollar Days and 
then drive all over orange, riverside 
and san Bernardino counties to take 
advantage of “buy one, get one” sales 
on school backpacks. she’d then stuff 
them around her dining room table. it 
wasn’t long until she was recognized 
as the Backpack lady!
 Well now, she’s our Backpack 
Queen! And there’s no table or din-
ing room big enough to hold the 
thousands of backpacks! 
 in 2023, our goal was $30,000, 
but elks exceeded all expectations 
raising $36,208. that’s enough to 
fund 2,500 backpacks!  But that still 
wasn’t enough to fulfill the demand.  
We received requests from local or-
ganizations for 2,619 backpacks.  so 
this year, we’re aiming to raise even 
more and help all the kids in the santa 
Ana, tustin and irvine that need our 
help! And santa Ana mayor Valerie 
Amezcua has asked for backpacks for 
the Back to school community re-
source Fair on July 28. in 2024, the 
need is bigger than ever!
 linda has now started a backpack 
committee because this project has 
grown beyond what a few people can 
do. it truly now takes a village and we 
invite you to be a part of it. current-
ly, there is a need for people to send 
thank you letters with tax iD to the 
donors. And, of course, we always 
need volunteers to sort and stuff the 
school supplies into the backpacks.

 We’ve reserved the lodge ball-
room for July 9 through 11 for 
backpack stuffing. Please put those 
dates on your calendar and plan on 
coming to help. And there are other 
ways to help as well. one member 
celebrating a birthday asked friends 
to donate to the drive in lieu of 
birthday gifts.  Please consider be-

ing a part of this great cause.  to 
volunteer to join linda’s backpack 
committee of volunteers, email her 
at 794secretary@gmail.com. You 
can also make donations at the front 
desk in the lobby.  For more infor-
mation, call linda at 714-547-7794! 
it’s a great way to show how elks 
care and elks share!



monday night Football’s annual car show is back!
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by Dan Breece

 Have you ever attended a car 
show? if not, then this month is 
your opportunity to experience the 
up-and-coming car and motorcycle 
show in orange county! 
 sunday, June 23, the monday 
night Football committee is host-
ing their second annual car and 
motorcycle charity car show right 
here at the lodge. two car show en-
thusiasts lead the committee, Per 
ernie segala and Vince lopez. 
these two members have many 
years of experience in both entering 
and attending car shows over the 
past couple of decades. that expe-
rience came through with a hugely 
successful show last year. 
 Along with the committee 
members who volunteered, or as 
ernie calls them s.o.g.g.s., (same 
old guys and gals), we had over 75 
cars, almost a dozen motorcycles, 
over 10 different vendors and a few 
hundred attendees. We had a D.J. on 
the patio, raffle prizes, city digni-
taries and so much more! We even 
had a 1920s era fire truck! To say 
everyone had a fun time would be 
a big understatement. Working with 

our gm John moore and staff last 
year we know exactly what to do to 
make this year even better.
 in case you did not know, our 
lodge has a history of hosting car 
shows going back a few decades. 
names like Dave spencer, Bob 
gray, tom lorenze, John mitchel 
and Jack Willard to name a few 
used to be a part of our car shows. 
sadly, most of these guys are no 
longer around to share some of the 
stories. From all i have heard, we 
had shows in our parking lot, barbe-
cued on the patio and as usual with 
everything we do, a good time was 
had by all. 
 last year we had about a dozen 
categories, with our first ever cate-
gory of exalted ruler Best in show. 
this year, we are adding a few more 
awards, like Best Veteran, Best 

Female and Best elk cars and are 
working hard to hit our goal of two 
hundred cars and motorcycles! We 
will have two DJs on site to keep the 
energy jumping and will have food 
and drinks as well. 
 Adding to the festival atmo-
sphere of fun and entertainment, 
we are adding some live entertain-
ment with one of orange county’s 
top bands!  it’s a family event too so 
bring the kids to take pictures with 
some star Wars characters, and they 
can meet elroy the elk who will be 
there promoting drug awareness. 
 so, mark your calendars for 
sunday, June 23rd and get there 
anytime after 10:00 a.m. when the 
fun begins! All kinds of cars, motor-
cycles, vendors, DJ and some live 
music to enjoy the day. it will be the 
super Bowl of car shows no doubt! 



Elks of 
Distinction

May 
Elk of the Month

Sue McKee

First Place
Ritual Competion

Ronnie Harrell

First Place
Ritual Competition

George Will

Second Place
Ritual Competition
Mark Schauwecker

Second Place
Ritual Competition

Garlin Flynn

Second Place
Ritual Competition
Santa Ana Elks 794
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by Linda Barcelona

 our scholarship committee is 
on a short hiatus from our regular 
meetings but that doesn’t mean that 
we are sitting around on our laurels. 
We have scholarships and applica-
tion forms to update. We have future 
fundraisers to plan. And after look-
ing at our offerings, we are now fill-
ing a gap to suit the needs of some 
students in our community.  
 Announcing the new opportuni-
ty scholarship. Fully funded by one 
of our own scholarship committee 
members, the opportunity scholar-
ship will be available to one student 
who wants to attend community col-
lege in our area. this scholarship 
will be available to residents in our 
service area, santa Ana, tustin and 
irvine, as well as to our own mem-
bers.  the donor to this scholarship 
has expressed that not everyone is 
a superstar in high school for a va-
riety of reasons. Perhaps they are a 
late bloomer, lacking the maturity to 
buckle down to study, or must work 
hours that have prohibited studying. 
or perhaps they need to care for fam-
ily members or have had some other 
sort of home life disruption. the in-
tent of this scholarship is to give an 
opportunity to a student who would 
not otherwise be able to step into a 
community college right away.   
 many of us, including myself, 
have availed themselves to the com-
munity college system with great 
success in continuing to a university 
and it is our hope and intent that this 
scholarship will give a deserving stu-
dent in our community that opportu-
nity as well. 
 some dates for you all to mark 
your calendars, our annual scholar-
ship information night will be held 

on thursday, september 26. come 
and hear our presentation on prepar-
ing for scholarship applications, de-
tails on the application process and 
the variety scholarships available 
through our santa Ana elks. stu-
dents and parents are welcome, and 
refreshments will be served. And 
mark your calendar for our second 
annual oktoberfest to be held on 
september 20. Wildly successful and 
well attended last year, you’ll want to 
be sure to get your tickets early for 
this event!  
 Also, our next cigar smoker event 
will be held on July 30  Join us for a 
fantastic meal, a libation, and a cigar 
as well as tim rush auctioning off 
his interesting collection of memo-
rabilia, all proceeds of which benefit 
the scholarship committee.
 our committee thanks all our 
members and friends for your con-
tinued support. Your contributions 
all go back out as scholarships to our 
community and are tax deductible. 
You are always welcome to contact 
myself or sue mcKee for more infor-
mation regarding our scholarships or 
joining our committee.

scholarship committee 
announces new scholarship

Earlier this year, the Santa Ana Elks 
Lodge awarded $51,500 in scholarships.
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by Kellie Miller

 thank you to everyone that 
helped on saturday, may 25 for 
Flag Placement Day where we put 
flags on each of the 900 veterans 
grave sites at the santa Ana cem-
etery. it was also great to see a lot 
of you for the memorial Day cel-
ebration on monday may 27.
 this month is busy and the start 
of many patriotic events when we 
honor our country and our flag.
Speaking of our flag, there will be 
a special open meeting on tuesday, 
June 11 with a great meal, music 
and speeches. You’ll see a flyer 
with more information, soon.
 June is also an important month 
as it’s PtsD Awareness month. if 
you see a veteran (or anyone) who 
needs to talk or needs help, please 
listen and Be tHe one. What 
does it mean to Be the one?
 For a veteran, it means reach-
ing out for help to assist a loved 
one, or calling a help line in times 
of crisis. the 988 emergency sui-
cide hotline is a valuable resource. 
Dial 988 and press 1, chat online at 
www.veteranscrisisline.net or send 
a text to 838255.
 For a spouse, family member 
or caretaker, it means recognizing 
when the veteran is struggling and 
getting them the help they need. 
You are in a position to not only 
see the risk but have the trust of the 
veteran in his or her time of crisis.
 For fellow veterans, friends 
and other civilians, it also means 
being proactive to get the veteran 

the help they need. Don’t assume 
someone else will act. take the ini-
tiative.
 When you see someone who is 
an active duty military personnel or 
a veteran, stop to thank him or her 
for their service. Ask how they are. 
Ask if they need anything. it’s im-
portant to remember and help those 
who are and were willing to risk 
their life for you and your country.
 the veterans committee has 
new inventory of r.e.D. t-shirts. 
We listened and have now added 
v-necks and long sleeves to our 
regular (crew neck, unisex) supply. 
Don’t forget that Fridays are reD 
t-shirt Day. (r.e.D. = remember 
everyone Deployed.) We’ll be sell-
ing them every Friday night at the 
lodge ($25.00 for short sleeve and 
$30.00 for long sleeve.) they are 
going quickly so get yours now!
 if you’d like to join the veter-
ans committee, or stay up to date 
on veterans events, join us at our 
next meeting on tuesday June 18 
at 6 pm at the lodge. to join our 
mail list: send an email to veterans-
team@elks794.org or text the word 
veteransteam to 844-794-3557.

President Calvin Coolidge’s remarks de-
livered on Flag Day, 1931.

 national Flag Day has been 
observed for some years by 
official direction on June 14. It 
is the anniversary of the adoption 
by the Congress of the flag of the 
united states. We do honor to the 
stars and stripes as the emblem 
of our country and the symbol of 
all that our patriotism means.
 the stars of the red, white and 
blue colors have a significance 
of their own, but when combined 
and arranged into the flag of 
our nation they take on a new 
significance which no other form 
or color can convey. We identify 
the flag with almost everything we 
hold dear on earth. it represents 
our peace and security, our civil 
and political liberty, our freedom 
of religious worship, our family, 
our friends, our home. We see it in 
the great multitude of blessings, 
of rights and privileges, that make 
up our country.
 But when we look at our 
flag and behold it emblazoned 
with all our rights we must 
remember that it is equally a 
symbol of our duties. every 
glory that we associate with it is 
the result of duty done. A yearly 
contemplation of the meaning of 
our flag strengthens and purifies 
the national conscience.

NotAblE DAyS IN JuNE
80th Anniversary of D-Day - June 6

Womens Veterans Day - June 12
Army birthday - June 14
u.S. Flag Day - June 14

National Flag Week - June 9-15
PtSD Awareness Day - June 27

Flag Day



 The 2024-2025 California/Hawaii Elks Association vice president for the Orange Coast District is Mark 
Mahoney, PER from the Garden Grove Elks Lodge #1952. Mr. Mahoney will travel throughout California 
and Hawaii visiting all the districts with the California Hawaii Elks Association (CHEA) president Marty 
Mello and his other 18 AVPs to share the message of the president. 
 Mark has put together a great itinerary visiting the lodges in the district. CHEA president Marty Mello 
and his association vice presidents will visit the Orange Coast District August 2 through August 4. Santa 
Ana Elks Lodge will host the president with a reception. Mark Mahoney will also visit the Santa Ana lodge, 
Tuesday, May 28 at 7:30 pm. All members are welcome to attend. 

 mark mahoney was born, 
raised, and still resides in Ana-
heim, california. He worked in the 
accounting field for over 40 years. 
mark has a love of model t Fords 
and still has the one he and his fa-
ther restored in 1972. 
 that model t brought him the 
love of his life, Debbie through 
Debbie’s dad and the orange 
county model t club. they have 
been married for 34 years and have 
three children and two grandchil-
dren. mark has served as presi-
dent of the model t Ford club of 
America three consecutive terms 
and seven times as president of the 
orange county model t club.
 mark began his journey with 
elkdom in 1993 and is now in his 
32nd year at garden grove elks 

California Hawaii
Elks Association

benevolent and Protective 
order of Elks of the 

united States of America

lodge #1952. He served as exalted 
ruler in 2017-2018 and was a proud 
member of the national ritual con-
test second place team in 2022 as 
esquire. mark truly had a great time 

being the esquire to the district dep-
uty grand exalted ruler for the or-
ange coast District 2023-2024.
 looking forward to the 2024-
2025 fraternal year, mark and 
Debbie are excited to serve as the 
california-Hawaii elks Association 
vice president and first lady for the 
orange coast District. Promoting 
the theme and ideas of our cHeA 
president marty mello as one of his 
“promoters” promises to be a fun 
time, as well as working with the 
orange coast District chairmen and 
vice-chairmen.
 mark’s personal theme is “en-
joy the ride with elkdom.” What 
better way to celebrate the elks 
and its programs than by getting on 
board and taking that ride with him!
 thank you in advance for the 
great year!

mark mahoney, chea association Vice president

11



marty j. mello, chea president
vice chairman 2006-07, youth ac-
tivities chairman 2007-09, associa-
tion vice president 2009-10 under
President le Karjola and cindy. 
marty served as business prac-
tices vice chairman 2015-16, busi-
ness practices chairman 2016-18, 
appointed district leader 2014 to 
present, cHeA trustee 2018-23, 
served as trustee vice chairman 
2022-23 and cHeA 15 vice presi-
dent 2023-24. marty served on the 
grand lodge level as district dep-
uty grand exalted ruler in 2011-12.
 marty & Debra love spending 
time with their family, camping, 
off roading, traveling in their mo-
torhome and spending time with 
their grandchildren. needless to 
say, their world revolves around 
their grandchildren and family. 
 marty and Debra are honored 
and are looking forward to the op-
portunity to serve as president and 
first lady of the California Hawaii 
elks Association this year and look 
forward to meeting and making 
friends as they travel our great as-
sociation promoting elkdom.

“elkdom, 
love it, 
live it, 

Promote it”

 marty mello was born in 
ceres, california the youngest of 
three children. At the age of four, 
the family moved to Woodland, 
california where marty attended 
elementary and high school. 
 upon graduating high school, 
marty went to work for the family 
trucking business where he held 
several positions over the years 
including driver, mechanic, dis-
patcher and bookkeeper. in 1998, 
marty & Debra opened their own 
business warehousing and distrib-
uting finished forest products for 
several wholesalers.
 Prior to joining the elks, mar-
ty served on the Woodland little 
league board of directors for 
eight years where he and Debra 
were in charge of concessions 
while coaching Double A, major 
league and Big-league teams. 
marty had the honor and plea-
sure of coaching two Big league 
teams in A1- star competition.
 in november of 1978, marty 
married his high school sweet-
heart, Debra. it was the best move 
he ever made and changed his life 
forever. they have two children. 
His son Josh and his wife shalynn 
and have four children: makinley, 
cailey, Jacob and lucas who live 
in Woodland, california where 
Josh works for the family busi-
ness and is going to take it over so 
marty can commit more time to 
his year as cHeA president. their 
daughter Amy and her husband 
Hector have two children: nathan 
and Zoe who live in sacramento, 
california. Both Josh and Amy 
are members of the Woodland 
elks lodge.
 marty joined the Woodland 

elks lodge #1299 in 1989 and 
immediately became involved 
with the youth activities program 
and served as chairman from 
1990-1996. marty also served as 
a lodge trustee for multiple terms 
1991-96, 2002-03, 2018-22 and 
was elected chairman for all but 
the first year. 
 He was honored as elk of the 
Year in 1991-92 and has served 
as audit committee chairman 
1998-99, elected to loyal knight 
2003-04 and appointed again in 
2019-20, served as exalted ruler 
2004-05, chaplain 2007-08, re-
ceived elk of the Year in 2010-
11 and Honorary life member in 
2013.
 marty’s service to the north 
central District, included serv-
ing as youth Activities chairman 
2005-06, calculated for the north 
central District’s ritual contest 
1991-2002 and 2009-2011 and 
served as district enF chairman 
in 2010-11.
 marty’s service to the califor-
nia Hawaii elks Association, in-
cluded serving as youth activities 
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by Dan Breece

 the month of June is a busy one 
for the mnF committee. starting 
with day one of the month, the 
committee will be out at the David 
l. Baker golf course hosting it’s 
second annual golf tournament. if 
you’re reading this before June 1st, 
it’s not too late to sign up or join us 
back at the lodge in the afternoon 
for some good BBQ and DJ action 
when we give out awards. 
 later in the month, on June 
23, we will be hosting our second 
annual charity car and motorcycle 
show. We are excited about this 
year’s show as we ready ourselves 
for the big day. this year, we are 
expecting nearly 200 cars and 
motorcycles, over a dozen vendors, 

along with making this a family 
event with some attractions for the 
kids. We have two DJs bumping 
music and then towards the end of 
the show, we will have some live 
entertainment in the form of the oc 
groove Band on our stage in the 
ballroom. Along with that, elroy 
the elk will make an appearance 
and we will have added security 
with the stormtroopers from star 
Wars roaming around. Bring the 
kids, and make it a family day of 
fun and entertainment.

 We are also putting tickets on 
sale soon for our annual Angels 
game outing. this year, we will 
head out to the Big A for the 
pregame tailgate for a game against 
the Atlanta Braves on saturday, 
August 17. Keep an eye out for a 
flyer with information on how to 
get your ticket!
 speaking of August, that’s when 
the nFl pre-season comes upon us. 
As of this writing, there are only 
three months, 24 days, 21 hours…
you get the idea. the opening 
thursday night game features last 
year’s AFc championship match 
up between defending super Bowl 
champ, the Kansas city chiefs and 
the Baltimore ravens. let the fun 
begin!  That means the first Sunday 
of football is september 8 and our 
first Monday night football fun will 
be on september 9. so start making 
plans now, for another great season 
of football, fun and fellowship!

mnF plans For a 
busy june

Imperial Stormtroopers patrol the 2nd annual 
Santa Ana Elks Car & Motorcycle Show

Bernadette Lazzara and Stephanie Roe 
hosted bingo at Hero’s Landing. 

 Serving families for over 50 years

ALLEN E. BISBEE
President and General Manager

Saddleback Chapel Mortuary
220 East Main Street, Tustin, CA 92780

abisbee@SaddlebackChapel.com • (714) 544-1450
www.SaddlebackChapel.com



are You a
Good sponsor?
 We have approximately 1,600 
great members here in our lodge. 
it’s true! our lodge is full of good 
people being good elks and do-
ing great things in and around our 
community. each and every one of 
us had to have a sponsor to join the 
Benevolent and Protective order of 
elks. many of us have sponsored 
someone else. But are we a good 
sponsor?
 getting through the initiation 
process to join our ranks is basi-
cally a three-step process for a new 
member. Prior to that, the candidate 
has likely been to our lodge for din-
ner or breakfast, one of our events, 
or maybe visited via a private event 
or function. either way, when they 
decide to join, they need a sponsor. 

 the most basic effort a spon-
sor can provide is to fill out their 
part of the application. After that, a 
sponsor could just forget all about 
it. so, what does it take to be a great 
sponsor? remember that three step 
process? Be a part of every step 
with your candidate.  
 the three steps are investiga-
tion, orientation and initiation. 
Be there at each step with your 
candidate. explain what each step 
entails and what they can expect. 
this not only gets them excited, 
but it also helps calm their nerves 
about the unknown. 

 remember when you went for 
your investigation? Just the title 
is intimidating. You didn’t know 
if there was going to be a lie de-
tector, a small room with one light 
bulb or just what it was all about. 
orientation and initiation are spe-
cial days. 
 At orientation they get a bet-
ter understanding of what our or-
ganization is all about. of course, 
initiation is best of all, and after 
the meeting they get their elk pin. 
i don’t know of one person who 
didn’t smile and feel good when i 
pinned them after the ceremony. it 
makes them feel officially a part of 
the family. 
 so be a great sponsor and 
when you sign someone up, be 
there every step of the way with 
them. maybe it will help recharge 
you too and help you to be an even 
greater member of our wonderful 
lodge and organization.

14
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emblerm 

CAlENDAR CoNtENtS ARE SubJECt to CHANGE. CHECK WWW.SAELKS.ORG FOR THE MOST CURRENT INFORMATION. YOU CAN ALSO CHECK THE 
FACEBOOK PAGE AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SANTAANAELKS AND THE SANTA ANA ELKS LODGE 794 MEMBERS PAGE.

june

breakfast buffet
9:00 am - 12 noon
Father’s Day bbQ

1:00  pm

sunDaY monDaY tuesDaY WeDnesDaY thursDaY FriDaY saturDaY
  3

 2  3 4  5  6  7  8

 10  12  13  14  15

 17  20  21  22

pancake
breakfast

9:00 am - 12 noon

Golf tournament

breakfast buffet
9:00 am - 12 noon

Lodge closed
bingo 

6:15 pm

Lodge closed
charity cmte

2:00 pm

bingo 
6:15 pm

Lodge closed
bingo 

6:15 pm

Lodge meeting
7:30 pm

bot meeting
5:00 pm 

Veterans cmte
6:00 pm

taco/potato night

pasta night
trivia night

6:30 pm

pancake breakfast
9:00 am - 12 noon

orientation
12 noon

the Grumps
7:00-10:00 pm

pancake 
breakfast

9:00 am - 12 noon

 25

breakfast buffet
9:00 am - 12 noon

 26  27  28

pancake 
breakfast

9:00 am - 12 noon

mango band
7:00 - 10:00 pm

pasta night
trivia night

6:30 pm

regular menu
Dinner special

4:30-8:00 pm

jerome Dean
7:00 - 10:00 pm

pasta night
trivia night

6:30 pm

1

 11

 18  19 

 29 23  24

 9

 16

regular menu
Dinner special

4:30-8:00 pm
Dj majestic mike

7:00-10:00 pm

birthday club
pasta night

4:30-7:30 pm

trivia night
6:30 pm

regular menu
Dinner special

4:30-8:00 pm

concert series:
bob seger

hollywood knights
6:00-11:00 pm

Lodge meeting
initiation

7:30 pm
house meeting

5:00 pm
taco tuesday

+ baked potato bar

regular menu
prime rib night

4:30-8:00 pm
nomads
6:00 pm 
karaoke

7:15-10:00 pm

pancake 
breakfast

9:00 am - 12 noon

saturday karaoke
7:00 - 10:00 pm

regular menu
prime rib night

4:30-8:00 pm
karaoke

7:30-10 pm 

regular menu
prime rib night

4:30-8:00 pm
emblem club

6:30 pm

karaoke
7:15-10:00 pm

regular menu
prime rib night

4:30-8:00 pm
karaoke

7:15-10:00 pm

breakfast buffet
9:00 am - 12 noon

car show

Lodge closed
bingo 

6:15 pm

Flag Day open 
meeting
7:30 pm

house meeting
5:00 pm

taco tuesday 
 + baked potato bar

Lodge meeting
7:30 pm

house meeting
5:00 pm

taco tuesday
+ baked potato bar

 

 30  31
mariachi brunch

  10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Lodge closed

bingo  - 6:15 pm

regular menu
Dinner special

4:30-8:00 pm

the Five star band
7:30-10:30 pm

Grand Lodge convention



loDGE HouRS: CLOSED MONDAYS; TUESDAYS - FRIDAYS 9-6PM, SATURDAYS 9AM-11PM, SUNDAYS 9AM-3PM
FooD SERVICE HouRS: TUESDAYS 11AM-7PM; WEDNESDAYS—FRIDAYS 11AM-8PM, SATURDAYS 9AM-8PM; SUNDAYS 9AM-2PM

juLY
sunDaY monDaY tuesDaY WeDnesDaY thursDaY FriDaY saturDaY

  1  2  3  4  5  6

 7  8  9  10  11  12  13

 14  15  16  17  18  19

 21  22  23  24  27

 28  29

pancake
breakfast

9:00 am - 12 noon

Lodge closed 
bingo 

6:15 pm
charity committee

2:00 pm

Lodge closed 
bingo 

6:15 pm

Lodge closed 
bingo 

6:15 pm

Lodge meeting
balloting

7:30 pm
hc meeting

5:00 pm
taco night

+ baked potato bar

Lodge meeting
initiation

7:30 pm
taco nigh

+ baked potato bar
hc meeting

no Lodge mtg
tac/potato night

cigar & Wine Dinner
6:00 pm

pasta night
4:30-7:30 pm

trivia night
6:30 pm

pasta night
4:30-7:30 pm

trivia night
6:30 pm

regular menu
prime rib night

4:30-8:00 pm
karoake

7:15-10:00 pm
emblem club

6:30 pm

regular menu
prime rib night

4:30-8:00 pm
karoake

7:15-10:00 pm
nomads
6:00 pm

 30

Family picnic
11:am-4pm

Lodge meeting 
7:30 pm

per meeting
5:00 pm

taco night
+ baked potato bar

birthday club
pasta night

4:30-7:30 pm
trivia night

6:30 pm
investigation
3:30-6:30 pm

breakfast buffet
9:00 am - 12 noon

regular menu
prime rib night

4:30-8 pm
karoake

7:30-10 pm

regular menu
Dinner special

4:30-8:00 pm 
travel club

1:00 pm
majestic mike

7:00 - 10:00 pm

regular menu
Dinner special

4:30-8:00 pm

pasta night
4:30-7:30 pm

trivia night
6:30 pm

 31

pancake breakfast
9:00 am - 12 noon

orientation
12 noon

 25

regular menu
Dinner special

4:30-8:00 pm
chicago transit

authority

Lodge closed 
bingo 

6:15 pm

Lodge closed 
bingo 

6:15 pm

regular menu
Dinner special

4:30-8:00 pm

jerome Dean
6:30 - 9:30 pm

 26
mariachi brunch

10:00 am - 2:00 pm

 20

breakfast buffet
9:00 am - 12 noon

open Lodge mtg
7:30 pm 

taco/potato  night
Veterans cmte

6:00 pm
bot meeting 

5:00 pm

 20
pancake 

breakfast
9:00 am - 12 noon

Dj ronnie ballroom
Dinner Dance

7:00 - 10:00 pm

pancake breakfast
9:00 am - 12 noon

saturday karaoke
7:00 - 10:00 pm

breakfast buffet
9:00 am - 12 noon

pasta night
4:30-7:30 pm

trivia night
6:30 pm

We Are The Elks!

Grand Lodge convention
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We Are The Elks!

   since 1868, America’s 
foremost fraternal organization 
has been recognized by the noble 
creature that is the symbol of the 
order. the elk is a peaceful ani-
mal, but will rise in defense of its 
own in the face of a threat. the 
majestic creature is fleet of foot 
and keen of perception. A most fit-
ting representation, the stately elk 
is, for a distinctively American, 
intensely patriotic, family-orient-
ed organization subscribing to the 
cardinal principles of charity, jus-
tice, brotherly love and fidelity. 
the Benevolent and Protective 
order of elks of the united states 
of America has, indeed, fulfilled 
those principles and established 
a distinguished record of service 
and achievement since its found-
ing on February 16, 1868.
 But the roots of the associa-
tion are admittedly shallow, pre-
dating the Order’s official kickoff 

by only a few months. A small 
group of entertainers, wishing to 
continue their social gatherings 
on sundays, when new York’s 
blue laws prevented the opening 
of public establishments (tav-
erns), began to meet regularly as 
the “Jolly corks,” a name derived 
from a bar trick introduced by the 
group’s organizer. (See side column)
 the moving spirit for the Jolly 
corks was an englishman named 
charles Algernon sidney Vivian 
(1842-1880). this son of a clergy-
man was a successful comic sing-
er and dancer in the music halls of 
london. Vivian was a member of 
the royal Antediluvian order of 
Buffaloes in england (“rAoB”). 
on november 15, 1867, Vivian 
arrived in new York city to try 
his fortune. Vivian is credited 
with founding the Benevolent and 
Protective order of elks of the 
united states of America.

 other actors and entertainers 
soon gravitated toward Vivian’s 
magnetic personality.
 While Jolly corks meetings 
were held with regularity, appar-
ently no form nor substance re-
sulted, except for the adoption of a 
toast to members of the group not 
in attendance. this was the gen-
esis of the eleven o’clock toast. 
the rAoB in england, the “elev-
en o’clock symbol” on the elks’ 
emblem and, the elks’ eleven 
o’clock toast trace their history 
to the period prior to the Battle of 
Hastings in october of 1066. King 
William of normandy instituted a 
curfew when all hearth fires were 
required to be banked at 11:00, 
thus ending all meetings. Accord-
ingly, at the hour of 11:00 a toast 
was offered in remembrance of 
those who were gone.
 shortly before christmas in 
1867, only a few months after the 

the birth of the elks: it all started With the jolly corks



fellows began to meet, one of their 
number died, leaving his wife and 
children destitute. this event gave 
rise to the notion that, in addition 
to good fellowship, the Jolly corks 
needed a more noble purpose in or-
der to endure, and serving not only 
their own in need, but others as 
well, would be appropriate.
 two months later, with a state-
ment of purpose, an impressive set 
of rituals, a symbol of strength and 
majesty and such other elaborate 
trappings that might be expected of 
a group of actors and musicians, the 
new fraternal order was launched. 
the growth and record of benevo-
lence of the elks is well-chronicled. 
since its inception in 1868, the Be-
nevolent and Protective order of 
elks has grown to include nearly 
1.2 million men and women in al-
most 2,200 communities.
 Vivian died in leadville, colo-
rado, march 20, 1880. At the time 
of his death he was the leader of a 
repertoire company performing in 
leadville.
 Why was the elk adopted as 
the symbol of the order? the 15 
surviving founders of the frater-
nity desired a readily identifiable 
creature of stature, indigenous to 
America. eight members voted to 
adopt the elk, seven favored the 
buffalo. And, as they say, “the rest 
is elKs history.”
 today’s elks are in good com-
pany. Former Presidents Franklin 
roosevelt, gerald Ford, Harry 
truman, and John Kennedy, for-
mer u.s. senator everett mcKin-
ley Dirksen of illinois, and senator 
robert J. Dole of Kansas. Former 
speakers of the House tip o’neill, 
carl Albert, John mccormick 
and sam rayburn all belonged to 
the elks. entertainers lawrence 
Welk, Will rogers, Jack Benny 
and Andy Devine belonged, too. 
Devine was even exalted ruler of 

san Fernando, california, lodge. 
And clint eastwood is a member 
of monterey, california, lodge. 
From the sports world, the or-
der has counted among its mem-
bers the likes of Vince lombardi, 
casey stengel, mickey mantle, 
Whitey Ford, robert montgomery 
“Bobby” Knight, and Jim Finks.
 the Benevolent and Protective
order of elks is committed to the 
ideals of charity and patriotism. 
to that end, elks have now dis-
bursed over the order’s 132 years 
more than $2,690,000,000.00 in 
cash, goods, and services to the 
nation’s youth, its veterans, the 
disadvantaged and handicapped, 
and in support of patriotic and civ-
ic programs. In the 1998-99 fiscal 
year alone, the BPo elks expend-
ed in such fashion over $160 mil-
lion, and the order ranks as one 
of the largest private providers of 
college scholarships in the nation.
 the legacy of charles Vivian 
continues to this day. As long as 
there are those who need help, the 
elks will be there to give aid and 
comfort.

 in 1922, William Phillips 
wrote the following account of 
the cork trick by which Vivian 
and his friends used to trick new 
acquaintances into buying them 
a drink. In a way, it was the first 
elks initiation! 
 the prospective victim would 
be asked would he like to join the 
‘cork,’ and they being such a ‘jol-
ly’ set of fellows, the candidate for 
admission to their circle readily as-
sented. He would give his name to 
Vivian and pay a fee of fifty cents, 
which he placed in a little book he 
carried for that purpose.
 each one present then produced 
a cork and placed it in front of him 
upon the bar or table; a fresh cork 
(generally a champagne cork) was 
given to the candidate, and to him 
was then explained that the imperial 
cork (Vivian) would count to three 
whereupon each one present was to 
seize his cork, and ‘the last one to 
lift his cork’ paid for the drinks for 
the rest of the party.
 At the count of three, the ones 
in on the trick would simply jump 
their open palms over their corks, 
but allowing them to remain on the 
bar or table; the candidate would 
eagerly seize his cork in haste, 
resolved not to be the last one to lift 
his cork. much to his surprise, he’d 
find he was the only one who ‘lifted 
his cork,’ hence the ‘last one.’ so he 
was ‘stuck for the drinks.’
 now that he had become ‘one 
of us,’ he had to always carry his 
cork in his pocket and whenever 
he met another cork, if he was 
asked to produce his cork, he must 
do so under the penalty of buying 
the challenger a drink should he 
be unable to do so. that’s truly a 
corker of a trick!

Charles Algernon Sidney Vivian is recog-
nized as the founding father of what would 
become the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks.

how the cork
trick Worked
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Membership/Lapsation Report
Santa Ana Lodge #794

Beginning Membership Total 4/1/23 ......1664

INCREASES
Initiated ..........................................................18
Affiliated ...........................................................2
Reinstated .......................................................1
Subtotal .........................................................24

DECREASES
Dropped ...........................................................1
Transferred Out ...............................................5
Absolute Dimit .................................................0
Deaths .............................................................1
Expelled ...........................................................0
Subtotal ...........................................................7
Calculated Membership Total ................1679
CLMS Active Members............................1677
(Membership out of balance)
Average Age ...........................................63.25
Gain/Loss .....................................................15

DELINQUENCY
Six Months ...................................................340
One Year .........................................................0
Over One Year ................................................0
Total ............................................................340
Lapsation Rate .....................................20.43%

APPLICATIONS ON HAND
Waiting to be read at next lodge meeting ........2
In the hands of the investigating committee ..27
Ready for balloting ...........................................0
Ready for orientation .....................................40
Ready for Initiation ...........................................5
Ready for Affiliation .........................................1
Ready for Reinstatement .................................2
Other ................................................................0
Total ..............................................................77

LIFE MEMBERS
Life Members .................................................82
Honorary Life Members ...................................2
Total ..............................................................84
Life Percentage .....................................5.05%

return of the
mariachi!
 the santa Ana elks mariachi 
Brunch/open Houses have been 
so popular that they are back for 
the rest of the year!
 the next mariachi Brunch 
will be sunday, June 30 followed 
by brunches on July 21, August 
18, september 8, october 13 and 
november 10.  each will feature 
a incredible menu of latin foods 
as well and incredible entertain-
ment. signature margaritas will 
be available for sale.
 the brunches are open to All, 
so feel free to invite your non-elk 
friends and family. it’s a great way 
to introduce them to the fun things 
that happen here as well as the 
great camaraderie. But be warned 
that these events are hugely popu-
lar and tend to sell out, so be sure 
to make your reservations early by 
calling the lodge at 714-547-7794.

magic happens
on Father’s Day
 something truly magical is 
happening at the santa Ana elks 
lodge on sunday, June 16. it’s our 
magical Father’s Day BBQ in the 
grand Ballroom!
 experience magic like never 
before as three world-class magi-
cians from the famous magic cas-
tle in Hollywood amazes you with 
their slight of hand and astonish-
ing illusions.
 Headlining is the legendary 
Johnny Ace Palmer, the first close-
up magician to ever be awarded 
grand Prix World champion! His 
credits include Late Night with Da-
vid Letterman, Masters of Illusions, 
and the santa Ana elks lodge!
 the buffet meal includes all 
of Dad’s favorites including green 
salad, corn bread, baby back pork 
ribs, BBQ beef ribs, fried chicken, 
tater tots, baked beans and a vegan 
option. then enjoy scrumptious 
strawberry shortcake for dessert.
 tickets for the Father’s Day 
BBQ are $35 for adults and $15 for 
kids 12 and under. space is limited 
to the first 200, so call the lodge 
now at 714-547-7794, because 
Dad deserves a magical day!



tina Wyatt was the winner.  
 this past month, the club held 
a baby shower for casa teresa.  
chairman Dianna mendoza was 
thrilled at the support our club gave 
to this wonderful organization.  
 our club also had a BBQ at 
Hero’s landing in may. chairman 
Valerie Fisher and her volunteers 
served a wonderful meal supplied 
by our own santa Ana elks lodge 
kitchen staff. each and every month 
we have volunteers like Bernadette 
lazzara and stephanie roe who 
host Bingo at Hero’s landing. glo-
ria chavez hosts a craft day every 
month for our veterans.  
 On May 19, we had our first 
ever 3-card Bingo. this event was 
chaired by Dianna mendoza. We 
learned a new way to play Bingo 
and had lots of fun.
 our literacy chairman, Amanda 
Harvey, held a book-drive for Kid-
sworks, a Santa Ana non-profit that 

emblem news
by Evelyn Godinez

 the california nevada Hawaii 
state Association of emblem club 
had their Annual state convention 
in Visalia, california. the conven-
tion was attended by our club presi-
dent, rosalind solano; Barbara 
Jalbert, state past president; shan-
non Kennedy; Dee Wilkie; cynthia 
Wilkie; evelyn godinez, state past 
president; and sharon casares.  
 We are proud to announce that 
at the convention our santa Ana 
emblem club #530 entered the 
bulletin book contest and received 
1st place. the club also entered the 
history book contest and took 2nd 
place. overall, our club placed 5th 
out of 38 clubs.  
 We had our drawing to Woods 
Quilt at our spring Boutique and 

serves youth and families through 
after-school programs, tutoring, 
mentoring, family services, and 
leadership development. We col-
lected a large assortment of books, 
puzzle books and more for children 
from 1st to 12th grade. thank you 
to all who contributed,
 if you have not signed up for 
our annual tea party, do not miss 
out.  it is always a fun event. call 
maria Bisbee, our chairman, at 
714-547-7794.  
 the linda Fernandez Back-
pack Project is going in full swing 
and we are lucky that linda de-
votes her time and energy to help-
ing all children with needed school 
supplies. Donate if you can.  re-
member as linda says, “children 
are our Future”.
 Do you have membership ques-
tions? Please contact our member-
ship chairperson, Valerie Fisher at 
949-798-9384.
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 the santa Ana elks travel club 
has an all new roster of amazing 
travel opportunities this year. We 
hope you’ll join us on any or all of 
these great excursions!
 the santa Ana elks travel club 
coordinates a variety of day and ex-
tended tours to meet the needs of 
our members, their families and 
friends. When you travel with the 
santa Ana elks travel club, you 
pack and we handle the rest! mem-
bership in the club is free and is not 
required for traveling. All trips and 
tours leave from the elks lodge. 
our next trip is to chicago for six 
days on August 8. Be sure to check 
out our web site at www.elkstrav-
elclub.com for more detailed infor-
mation on this and other trips.
 monthly travel club meetings 
are held on the first Friday of ev-
ery month at 1:00 Pm in the em-
erald room at the lodge. Here are 
just some of the great trips we have 
planned. For information on the 
santa Ana elks travel club and 
upcoming trips, call Jim tobin at 
949-533-4959 or email elkstrav-
el@gmail.com.

 We have been out on the 
road.  April 18-21 we were at an 
outing hosted by sue and Harry 
Kay at golden Village Palms 
rV resort in Hemet. We joined 
the orange and Huntington  
Beach lodges and had a wonderful 
time getting know our elk brothers 
and sisters  the more the merrier. 
golden Village was hosting a 
vintage trailer and swap meet. it 
was a fun weekend for all.
 We’ve also traveled to the Vista 
elks lodge. thanks to Paula and 
chuck goetz, we had a great outing 
which included happy hours, tasty 
food and a trip to the Antique gas 
and steam engine museum.  As 
if that wasn’t enough, Paula led a 
crafts session and we played “name 
That Tune” in five notes, played by 
Paula on her electric keyboard.  
 if you have any type of rig or 
a tent we would welcome you into 
our group. We welcome all elk 
campers, even those who camp at 
the nearest Holiday inn.

nomads enjoy hemet adventure
 We are planning to attend the 
elks rodeo in santa maria from 
may 30 to June 2. We will attend 
the professional rodeo and enjoy 
meeting elks from many parts of 
california.
 We also enjoy the Hemet rally 
for the Purple Pig in october in 
Hemet, which will be hosted by 
the Domokos, gonzalez’s and 
goetz’s. We have an exciting time 
participating in the many activities, 
raffles, etc., and all the proceeds go 
to the Purple Pig. november will 
find us in Calico Ghost Town at an 
outing hosted by the Wyatts. 
 We’re planning more travels for 
2024, so keep watching this space, 
or join us for our next meeting. All 
who wander are not lost…so join 
us!  We meet the fourth thursday of 
each month (except for november 
and December), 6:00 pm for dinner 
and meeting at 7:30 pm.  For more 
information contact our president 
tina Wyatt at 714-553-1232 or 
tinawyattvi@yahoo.com.  

travel club 
plans chicago 
excursion



celebrating june birthdays With pasta 
Dinner on Wednesday, june 5

6/1 ...............................Ivan Bradley
6/1 .............................. John Casteix
6/1 ..................... Luciano Principato
6/2 .............................. Juvenal Diaz
6/2 ................................ Irene Jones
6/2 ....................... Steven Sorenson
6/2 ..................... Stephanie Thomas
6/2 ........................... Daniel Valdivia
6/3 ...............................Don Baldwin
6/3 .............................. Audrey Cash
6/3 ............................Nancy Gartner
6/3 ............................... Robert Love
6/3 ...................DeAnna Thiesmeyer
6/3 ............................... Atef Yacoub
6/4 ............................Ruben Carrillo
6/4 .............................. Ralph Flores
6/4 ............................. Tara Leighton
6/4 ................................ David Price
6/4 .............................Patricia Shaw
6/5 ......................... Robert Balsamo
6/5 ............................ Vincent Lopez
6/5 ........................ Gerardo Rodarte
6/5 ..........................Daniel Sanchez
6/5 ......................Christine Saucedo
6/5 ...............................Robert Ward
6/5 ...............................William Wills
6/6 ......................... Bonnie Cochran
6/6 ..........................Cathleen Harris
6/6 .......................... Anabel Navarro
6/6 ....................................Roy Pete
6/6 ............................. Juliet Schade
6/7 .............................Victor Chavez
6/7 ...........................Charles Kupfer
6/7 .........................Lenora Sanchez
6/7 .................................. Lisa Zahm
6/8 .............................Kenneth Allen
6/8 ...........................Beatriz Chavez
6/8 .......................... Kevin Donahue
6/8 .......................... William Murphy
6/8 ................................. John Place

 The first Wednesday of each month, the Santa Ana Elks Lodge cel-
ebrates those with birthdays that month. so, if your name is listed be-
low, join us for a Free pasta dinner and a slice of cake in the mccalla 
lounge on Wednesday, June 5 from 4:30 to 8:00 pm.

6/8 .............................. Jesus Rivera
6/8 ...........................Vincent Vargas
6/9 ............................... Jimmy Bruhl
6/10 ................................Cris Baker
6/10 ................................ Garry Day
6/10 ........................Tamani Deering
6/10 ...........................Aaron Golden
6/10 ............................. Hilda Hanna
6/10 ........................Earnest Stanley
6/11 .............................Sally Dorsey
6/11 ....................... Tahnee Meridith
6/11 ................Michael Montgomery
6/11 ......................... John Verduzco
6/12 ........................Theresa Aguilar
6/12 .......................... Marilyn Bailey
6/12 ......................Elizabeth Gibson
6/12 ............................ Gary Oborny
6/13 ..................... Richard Grantner
6/13 ..........................Mona Konstan
6/13 .....................Michael Leversen
6/13 .................. Michelle Schweizer
6/13 ...............................Jill Wallace
6/14 ........................Elizabeth Perez
6/15 ...........................Garland Clark
6/15 ............................ Robert Hund
6/15 .................................Harry Kay
6/15 ........................Mary Sherwood
6/16 ........................ Patrick Galligar
6/16 ...............................Wendy Joe
6/16 ........................ Arturo Minjarez
6/16 ........................... Don Sjostrom
6/16 ......................... Jaclyn Velarde
6/16 .............................. Jeff Werner
6/17 ....................... Irma Hernandez
6/17 .................... Ismael Hernandez
6/17 ......................... Dennis Pender
6/17 ..............................Felix Rivera
6/17 .......................... Janice Towner
6/18 .......................Gus Gunderman
6/18 ............................ Nancy Quinn

6/19 ........................... Richard Cook
6/19 ...........................Gilbert Molina
6/19 ........................Curtis Sprenger
6/19 ................................John Zahn
6/20 ........................Stephen Gifford
6/20 ......................Bradley Hutchins
6/20 ..................... James Maslowski
6/21 ..............................James Avila
6/21 .........................Alice Jarminski
6/21 ..................... JoAnn Montejano
6/21 .............................. Ronald Ray
6/21 ...............................Tim Walker
6/21 ............................Kya Whitfield
6/21 .........................George Willard
6/22 ........................ Ralph Murrietta
6/22 .......................... Trevor Slavick
6/22 ...............................Bev Vensel
6/23 ....................... Curtis Childress
6/23 ............................. Ned Moeller
6/23 .......................... James Palmer
6/24 ..................... Judith Brandalise
6/24 ...........................Phil Gutierrez
6/24 ..............................Joe Moreno
6/24 ...........................Annette Wren
6/25 ................. Jacqueline Palacios
6/25 .........................Charles Wilmot
6/26 ........................ James Hohman
6/26 .............. Maricela Love Gomez
6/26 ........................... Arturo Munoz
6/27 ........................... Tina Fragassi
6/27 ............................... Julie Good
6/27 .............. Fernando Montelongo
6/27 ....................... Brian Neudigate
6/27 ......................... Stephanie Roe
6/28 ..........................Andy Fragassi
6/28 ......................... Jaime Fuentes
6/28 ..........................James Gabriel
6/28 ..................Erwin Schauwecker
6/28 ..........................Michael Terich
6/29 .......................... Lori Gallagher
6/29 ........................ Janice Johnson
6/29 ..........................Joseph Najera
6/29 ...................... Daniel Patterson
6/29 ............................ Jeffrey Watts
6/30 .......................... Robert Garcia
6/30 .................... John McGuinness
6/30 .......................Janine Shedlock
6/30 ..................... Gretchen Whisler
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 At every tuesday lodge meeting we pull three 
member names at random for a cash prize. if 
you’re at the meeting, you’re a winner! if not, 
you lose that money and it rolls over and the pot 
increases by $5. Don’t be a loser... attend tues-
day lodge meetings!

4/9/24 - $95
Brianna Diaz, Darlene Iverson,

Luis Mier

4/16/24 - $100
George Salazar, Edward Sanchez, 

Luisa Gallardo

4/23/24 - $105
Lynn Flores, Rodrigo Gonzales, 

Derek Kosloski

criers corner:
Losers of 
the month

LOVE 
WHERE 

YOU
LIVE!

Realtor License #01136272

(310) 699-3646
LisaZahm@FirstTeam.com
Born and raised in Orange County.

MaKInG ThE DREaM oF hoME 
ownERShIp a REaLITy.

Patrick Galligar
(714) 227-1460

• New construction • Remodels 
• Repairs

www.galligarspoolsandspas.com
C-53 lic. #1032591



new candidates for membership
CanDIDaTE ................................. oCCUpaTIon ..................................pRopoSER
Alberto castellanos ..........................Business owner ............................ raymond garcia
Ana laura Padilla .............................. entrepreneur .............................. Joseph rodriguez
Andrew ramirez .....................................retired ........................................steven tundag
Bonnie Pollak ..........................................retired ......................................... Jan Wooldord
Brianna Becker  ...........................real estate Developer ................................ John moore
carey novits ................................... Project manager ................................ nick leighton
cecilia Ponce ...................................retired teacher ...................................... John ibarra
Daniel martin ........................ it service Delivery manager .................edwin Villanueva
Daniel osborne ................................... iron worker ............................... Joseph rodriguez
Darlene Perez ......................................... teacher ...........................maricela love gomez
David K. reynolds ......................retired lAPD ocDA .............................. steve Walker
edmund du Pont ......................... Mortgage Loan Officer ...............................oscar garza
glenn Warren ..........................................retired .............................transfer from orange
laura moore .................................. training specialist ............... Yolanda gutierrez-lilly
leah K. natividad .................................. student ...........................................Buck Kuhns
maria clay ..............................................retired  ...................................... Karin marquez
mario Henry Alvarado .........................real estate   .................................sharon casares
martha simon ................................executive Assistant ..............................ronnie Harrell
natalie lindauer ................................court reporter ............................carmen cardenas
robert D. Vicario ........................ educator/coordinator .......................edwin Villanueva
ruben A. urgell ......................................retired ................................Desiderio gonzalez
rudy Aguila .......................................... Principal .................................edwin Villanueva
scott gibbs ................................ HVAc service manager ............ transfer from newport
sheri Hand ............................................insurance ..........................maricela love gomez
sonia Jensen .....................................insurance Agent .....................................steve clark
steven spencer ................................. self-employed ......................transfer from orange
Vicky J. Walker .......................................retired ................................... Joseph rodriguez
Yong cha Kim .................................... Hair stylist ...................................Patricia raburn

 on July 3, 1776, the Declaration of independence 
was signed giving the united states independence from 
great Britain. We celebrate that event today with patrio-
tism, American flags are flown with pride. It represents 
gratitude to our Founding Fathers for giving us some-
thing we often take for granted—freedom and liberty.
 We celebrate with parades, fireworks and barbecues. 
many believe that this has to do with a letter that John 
Adams, one of the Founding Fathers, sent to his wife 
Abigail on July 3, 1776.
 in his letter, he wrote “the second day of July 1776 

will be the most memorable in the history of America. i 
am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding 
generations as the great anniversary festival. it ought to 
be commemorated as the day of deliverance by solemn 
acts of devotion to god almighty. it ought to be solem-
nized with pomp and parade, with shews, games, sports, 
guns, bells bonfires and illuminations from one end of 
this continent to the other from this time forward forever 
more.” 
 And so it is. Here at the santa Ana elks lodge, we’ll 
be celebrating with a good old fashioned family picnic. 
there’ll be food, live music, drinks, face painting, snow 
cones, an ice cream sundae bar, and a desert station.
 All this patriotic family fun is available to elks 
members and their families for only $5 per person. so 
plan on celebrating independence Day with the  whole 
family at the santa Ana elks lodge between 11:30 am 
and 2:30 pm. no reservations necessary. this event is 
limited to elks in good standing and their immediate 
family members.

4th of July
Family 
Picnic
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bob seger silver tribute band 
brings back that old time rock & roll  

 Bob seger and the silver Bullet 
Band is one of the top music groups 
of the ‘70s with such hits as Night 
Moves, Hollywood Nights, Still 
The Same, Against the Wind, Like 

A Rock, Main Street and Shame on 
the Moon. His recording of Old 
Time Rock & Roll was named one 
of the songs of the century!
 With over 75 million records 

sold, he is one of the world’s best-
selling artists of all time and was in-
ducted into the rock and roll Hall 
of Fame in 2004.
 Although he is now retired, you 
can hear his music performed live 
at the santa Ana elks lodge grand 
Ballroom as the Bob seger silver 
tribute Band performs all his hits on 
Friday, June 21. the doors open at 
6:00 pm with a buffet dinner of green 
salad, corn bread, beef brisket, tex-
as smoked chicken, shrimp mac & 
cheese, fried potatoes, baked beans, 
and veggies topped off with cookies 
for dessert. the concert starts at 7:30 
with dancing afterwards.
 this is an open house event, 
which means you can invite your 
non-elk friends and family. tickets 
are $40 for elks and $50 for non-
elks and available by calling 714-
547-7794. only a limited number 
of tickets will be available, so call 
early to reserve yours.



oFFICERS FoR 2023-2024
 
Exalted Ruler .................... Joe Rodriguez
Leading Knight ..........Mark Schauwecker
Loyal Knight ............................ Eli Morales
Lecturing Knight ......................Brian Byrd
Secretary .......................Linda Fernandez
Treasurer  ................................ Bill Capps
Esquire ..................................George Will
Chaplain ................................Garlin Flynn
Asst Chaplain ..........................Tom Wyatt
Tiler ...........................................Karla Vigil
Asst Tiler ..........................George Salazar
Asst Tiler ............................. James Austin
Asst Tiler ............................Patrick Newell
Inner Guard .......................Ronnie Harrell
Asst Inner Guard ...............Cesar Grijalva
Organist ...........................Evelyn Godinez
Officer At Large ..................... Sue McKee

trustees
1 Year Trustee
  Norm Fisher  ...................(949) 285-3574
2 Year Trustee
Mike Flynn ........................(949) 292-3920
3 Year Trustee
Lisa Darmousseh, PER  ....(949) 439-0038
4 Year Trustee
Buck Kuhns, PER .............(949) 215-3919
5 Year Trustee
Dan Breece, PER ..............(949) 510-8820 

Exalted Ruler
Joe Rodriguez ................. (949) 723-9280

First lady
Sheila Rodriguez ............. (714) 547-7794 

Elk Horn Editor
Marc LaFont .....................(714) 277-0207

SAElkHorn@yahoo.com 

building Committee Chair 
Bill Capps .......................  (949) 760-6970 

lodge Advisor
Art Echternacht, PSP  .....  (714) 544-9176 
 

ER Advisors
Linda Fernandez, PER ..... (951) 532-6544
Jeff Brumett, PER ............ (949) 215-3919
 

Club General Manager
John Moore, Club General Manager

794johnmoore@gmail.com
(714) 547-7794

Presiding Justice 
   Valerie Kramer ...............(714) 293-3713

Mediator ....................................................
   Darren Baker  ................(714) 225-6202 
Photographer
   Katie Clark ..................... (949-436-2167
Lodge Insurance
   Mike Flynn .................... (949) 292-3920
Public Relations 
   Marc LaFont ................. (714) 277-0207
Audit & Accounting
   Oscar Garza ..................(714) 439-6089
Ritual Coaches
   Buck Kuhns, PER ..........(949) 215-3919
   Dan Breece, PER .......... (949) 510-8820
   Tracy Smith, PER .......... (714) 623-6624
PER President
   Buck Kuhns, PER ..........(949) 215-3919
Renovators
   Isabel Kaminsky ............(714) 290-4569
Entertainment
   Doug Phelps ..................(949) 872-7943
Historians ..................................................
   Rose Dennis and Garlin Flynn ...............
Elk Mail/Webmaster/Social Media
   Sue Kay ............ Elkmail794@gmail.com
 

Chairpersons under leading Knight
Mark Schauwecker ........ (714) 425-3677
Elks National Foundation
 Nancy Lewis ................... (202) 262-7022
Assistant
   Johnny Verduzco
Purple Pig
   Ronnie Harrell ................(714) 478-7676
Sickness & Distress
   Brandy Thomas ............ (714) 904-1674
Christmas Gala
   Mark Schauwecker ....... (714) 425-3677
Bingo
   Tracy Smith, PER  ..........(714) 623-6624
   Linda Fernandez, PER .. (951) 532-6544
Charity Committee
   Lisa Darmousseh, PER ..(949) 439-0038

Chairpersons under loyal Knight
Eli Morales...................... (714) 417-3806
Membership
   Gloria Chavez ............... (714) 280-5723
Orientation
   Eli Morales .................... (714) 417-3806
Investigation
   Sue McKee ....................(714) 832-4242
Retention
   Gloria Chavez  .............. (714) 280-5723

Office Hours
Tuesday-Friday ......... 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
1751 S. Elk Lane
Santa Ana, CA 92705
Website .........................www.saelks.com
Phone ................................714-547-7794
Email .............. 794secretary@gmail.com 

lodge Meetings
First Four Tuesdays of the Month, 7:30 pm

board of trustees Meeting
First Tues. 5:30 pm. and 3rd Tues. 5:00 pm

House Committee Meeting
Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday, 5:00 p.m. 

Charity Committee Meeting
3rd Monday of the Month, 2:00 pm

travel Club Meeting
1st Friday of the Month, 1:30 pm

Nomads Meeting
4th Thursday of the Month, 7:30 pm

Chairpersons under lecturing Knight
brian byrd  .................... (939) 933-5305
Girl Scouts
   Brian Byrd  .................... (939) 933-5305
Drug Awareness
   Tracy Smith  .................. (714) 623-6624
Youth Sports
   Frank Alvarado  ............ (714) 357-9063
Scholarship
   Linda Barcelona ........... (714) 651-9596
 

Chairpersons under the Esquire
George Will  .....................(714) 299-3177
Travel Club
   Jim Tobin, PER  ............ (949) 533-4959
Nomads
   Chuck Goetz ................. (562) 619-5656
Monday Night Football
   Scott Maher ...................(562) 884-3643
    Joseph Rodriguez .........(714) 914-8896
  

Chairpersons under the Chaplain
Garlin Flynn .................... (949) 294-0517
Assistant Chaplain
  Tom Wyatt .....................(714) 833-4397
Mother’s Day .........................Garlin Flynn
Memorial Service ...................Garlin Flynn
Memorial Team
   Arnold Brackman, PER ..(714) 743-9906
 
Chairpersons under the Inner Guard

Ronnie Harrell ................ (714) 478-7676
Asst Inner Guard
   Cesar Grijalva ............... (714) 623-8183
Americanism
   Dr. Patricia Machado .............................
Flag Day
   Ronnie Harrell............... (714) 478-7676
Governmemt Relations
   Wendy Bacerra ............. (714) 397-7130
Veterans Chairman
   Kellie Miller ................... (714) 865-6696
 

Chairmen under the tiler
Karla Vigil  .................... (714) 310-4582
Assistant Tilers
   Geroge Salazar ............ (714) 345-2239
   James Austin ................ (714) 319-2490
   Patrick Newell ............... (714) 345-2704
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Ed Montoya
Realtor

EdMontoya36@gmail.com
714-731-1301 

30 years of experience

Serving our veteransCoastal Window Designs
BLINDS • SHADES • SHUTTERS • DRAPES

CINDY BRUNNER
Owner, Design Consultant

714.658.1813

Cindy@CoastalWindowDesigns.com

20% OFF YOUR FIRST ORDER





aLBERT & LISa DaRMoUSSEh
“The quality of our flowers speaks for itself.”

Grand Floral Events
3001 Red Hill Avenue • Building 3, Suite 102 • Costa Mesa, CA

949-439-0038 • 949-413-0051
www.GrandFloralEvents.com

Grand
FLORAL EVENTS

Santa Ana Elks
Car & Motorcycle Show

Sunday, June 23, 10:00-2:00


